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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement filed 4/25/05 fails to comply with 37 CFR 
1.98(a)(3) because it does not include a concise explanation of the relevance, as it is 
presently understood by the individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) most 
knowledgeable about the content of the information, of the patents # JP 7049837 A and 
#DE 19717167 A1 which are listed and not in the English language. It has been placed 
in the application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 

2. The information disclosure statement filed 4/25/05 has US #6,072,463 listed 
twice in numbers 30 and 36 of sheet number 2. The duplicate citing in 36 has been 
crossed out. In addition, the citing for DE 19717167 A1 in number 4 of the Foreign 
Patent Documents section of sheet number 1 has EP 0874323 listed with it when it's 
already listed in citation number 3. That has also been crossed out. 

Specification 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

a) ABSTRACT: the phrase "fro the purposes" should be changed to -for the 
purposes- and the phrase "allows control functionality that the sharer does not which to 
share to reside in the task bar region" should be changed to -allows control functionality 
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so that whatever the sharer does not wish to share will reside in the task bar region- 
and the phrase "prevented form" should be changed to -prevented from- 

b) page 8, paragraph [028]: the phrase "desktop region 192" should be changed 
to -desktop region 102- and the phrase "toolbar region 101" should be changed to 
-toolbar region 107- 

c) page 10, paragraph [033]: the phrase "the embodiment of figure 3" should be 
changed to -the embodiment of figure 3A- 

d) page 1 1 , paragraph [036]: the phrase "can be sized" should be changed to 
-can be resized- 

Appropriate corrections are required. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 9-12 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a) claims 9 and 10: the phrase "a change in the configuration" should be 
changed to -the change in the configuration- 

b) claim 10: the phrase "the display bar region" should be changed to -the 
display region — 

c) claim 11: the phrase "without overlap between the taskbar region and the 
display region" should be changed to -without overlap between the taskbar region and 
the desktop region- 

d) claim 12: the phrase "within desktop region" should be changed to -within 
the desktop region- 
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Appropriate corrections are required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 1 recites the limitation "the display area" in lines 2-3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 



6. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Screen 
Dumps of Windows Media Player 9 used on Windows XP ("Windows"). 
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For independent claim 1, Windows teaches a user interface on a display device 
for application sharing in a multimedia collaboration system (Fig. 1, 10), wherein the 
user interface, comprises: 

a display region (Fig. 1, 10); 

a taskbar region within the display region (Fig. 1, 11); 

a desktop region also within the display region (Fig. 1, 12); 

a control application running within the taskbar region (Fig. 1,13); 

a window within the desktop region associated with an application running within 
the desktop region (Fig. 1, 14); and 

wherein the taskbar region and desktop region do not overlap within the display 
region (Fig. 1,11 and 12). 

As per claim 2, Windows teaches the user interface of claim 1 , wherein the 
taskbar region can be resized within the display region (Fig. 1,11 and then resized in 
the display region in Fig. 2, 11a). 

As per claim 3, Windows teaches the user interface of claim 1 , wherein the 
taskbar region can be closed (Fig. 3). 

As per claim 4, Windows teaches the user interface of claim 1 , wherein the 
taskbar region can be minimized (Fig. 5 shows the taskbar already minimized. In order 
to get the taskbar minimized, a user would right-click on an unused space on the 
taskbar (Fig. 4, 41) and menu (Fig. 4, 42) appears. After selecting Properties (Fig. 4, 
40), a window appears (Fig. 5, 52; Taskbar and Start Menu Properties). A user would 
select Auto-hide the taskbar (Fig. 5, 50) and then hit OK (Fig. 5, 51). The taskbar is 
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then minimized and can be maximized when a user slides the mouse pointer all the way 
to the bottom of the display (Fig. 5, 10)). 

As per claim 5, Windows teaches the user interface of claim 1 , wherein the 
taskbar region can be relocated within the display region (Fig. 1,11 and then relocated 
within the display region in Fig. 2, 11a). 

As per claim 6, Windows teaches the user interface of claim 1 , wherein the 
desktop region can be resized within the display region (Fig. 1, 12 and then resized 
within the display region in Fig. 2, 12a). 

As per claim 7, Windows teaches the user interface of claim 1 , wherein the 
control application (Fig. 6, 13) includes a menu of control options (After a user hits 
button (Fig. 6, 60), menu of control options appears (Fig. 6, 61)). 

As per claim 8, Windows teaches the user interface of claim 1 , wherein a 
configuration associated with the taskbar region can be changed (taskbar region's 
configuration was changed as seen first on the bottom (Fig. 1 , 1 1) of the display (Fig. 1 , 
10) and then resized and relocated to the left (Fig. 2, 11a) of the display (Fig. 2, 10)), 
and wherein a configuration associated with the desktop region is automatically 
changed in response to a change in the configuration of the task bar region (desktop 
region was automatically resized and relocated to maximize in the right side of the 
display (Fig. 2, 12a) after the configuration change of the taskbar as described above). 

As per claim 9, Windows teaches the user interface of claim 8, wherein a change 
in the configuration associated with the task bar region includes the position and the 
size of the task bar region (taskbar region's configuration was changed as seen first on 
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the bottom (Fig. 1,11) of the display (Fig. 1, 10) and then resized and relocated to the 
left (Fig. 2, 1 1 a) of the display (Fig. 2,10)). 

As per claim 10, Windows teaches the user interface of claim 8, wherein a 
change in the configuration associated with the display region includes the position and 
the size of the display bar region (desktop region was automatically resized and 
relocated to maximize in the right side of the display (Fig. 2, 12a) after the configuration 
change of the taskbar as described above). 

As per claim 1 1 , Windows teaches the user interface of claim 2, wherein resizing 
the taskbar region (taskbar region's configuration was changed as seen first on the 
bottom (Fig. 1, 11) of the display (Fig. 1,10) and then resized and relocated to the left 
(Fig. 2, 11a) of the display (Fig. 2, 10)) automatically resizes the desktop region to 
maximize the display area within the display region without overlap between the taskbar 
region and the display region (desktop region was automatically resized and relocated 
to maximize in the right side of the display (Fig. 2, 12a) after the configuration change of 
the taskbar as described above. Fig. 2 shows that the taskbar region (11a) and the 
desktop region (12a) still do not overlap). 

As per claim 12, Windows teaches the user interface of claim 1 , wherein the 
window (Fig. 7, 14) can be resized (After hitting the button (Fig. 7, 70), the window (Fig. 
7, 14) is resized (Fig. 8, 80)) within desktop region (Fig. 8, 12). 

As per claim 13, Windows teaches the user interface of claim 1 , wherein the 
desktop region (Fig. 9, 12) has multiple windows (Fig. 9, 90-92) that can be resized (Fig. 
10, 90-92 are now resized) within the desktop region (Fig. 10, 12). 
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As per claim 14, Windows teaches the user interface of claim 1 , wherein the 
taskbar region includes multiple control applications (Fig. 11,13 and 110). 

As per claim 15, Windows teaches the user interface of claim 1 , wherein at least 
a portion of the desktop region is configured to be shared (Fig. 12, 12; the application 
displayed in the desktop region is sharing music data from the website: 
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tq/detail/-/B000B8QEZG/qid=1135176691/sr=2- 
1/ref=pd bbs b 2 1/1 04-01 80292-0043907?v=alance&s=music sample song number 
1 , Hung Up), while at least a portion of the task bar region is configured such that 
sharing is prevented (Fig. 12, 20-21 and 23-24; taskbar regions not being shared and 
Fig. 12, 22 is being shared as described above). 

As per claim 16, Windows teaches the user interface of claim 1 , further 
comprising a plurality of task bar regions (Fig. 2, 20-24). 

7. Claims 17-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Rodgers et al. ("Rodgers", US PGPUB # 2002/0026478 A1). 

For independent claim 17, Rodgers teaches a multimedia collaboration system 
for application sharing between a local multimedia device and a remote multimedia 
device (ABSTRACT), wherein the system comprises: 

a local multimedia device (Fig. 3 and paragraph [0092]; the computer of a first 
user (e.g., the first computer 110 in FIG. 1)) including a sharer interface on a sharer 
display device (Fig. 3; display of first computer has the sharer interface which is on the 
left), wherein the sharer interface comprises: 
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a sharer display region (Fig. 3; display of first computer which is on the left); 

a sharer taskbar region within the sharer display region (Fig. 3, (144) and 
paragraph [0092]; taskbar); 

a sharer desktop region also within the sharer display region (Fig. 3, (140) and 
paragraph [0092]; desktop); 

a sharer control application running within the sharer taskbar region (Fig. 3, (146) 
and paragraph [0092]; a taskbar 144, which includes an icon 146 to initiate linked multi- 
user groups)] 

a sharer window within the sharer desktop region associated with an application 
running within the sharer desktop region (Fig. 7, (192)); and 

wherein the sharer taskbar region and sharer desktop region do not overlap 
within the sharer display region (Fig. 3, (144) and (140)); 

a remote multimedia device (Fig. 3 paragraph [0093]; A second user (e.g. , on the 
second computer 111 in FIG. 1)) including a viewer interface on a viewer display device 
(Fig. 3; display of second computer has the viewer interface which is on the right), which 
is coupled to the sharer display device (Fig. 3, (100)), wherein the viewer interface 
comprises: 

a viewer display region (Fig. 3; display of second computer which is on the right); 
a viewer desktop region also within the viewer display region (Fig. 3, (141) and 
paragraph [0093]; desktop); and 

a viewer window within the viewer desktop region (Fig. 7, (193)). 
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As per claim 18, Rodgers teaches the multimedia collaboration system of claim 

17, wherein the local multimedia device further comprises a sharer collaborative 
application running within the sharer taskbar region (Fig. 3, (146) and paragraph [0092]; 
a taskbar 144, which includes an icon 146 to initiate linked multi-user groups). 

As per claim 19, Rodgers teaches the multimedia collaboration system of claim 

18, wherein the sharer collaborative application is configured to allow at least a portion 
of the sharer desktop region to be shared with the remote multimedia device, while 
preventing sharing of the sharer task bar region (paragraphs [0131] and [0132]; it is the 
web browsers themselves (which are shared in a linked multiuser group) that transfer 
the copy of the web document from one of the web browsers to the other. This is 
conceptually illustrated in FIG. 7, wherein the web server 190 is shown as being directly 
coupled only to the web browser 192 on the first computer 110). 

As per claim 20, Rodgers teaches the multimedia collaboration system of claim 

19, wherein at least a portion of the viewer desktop region corresponds with at least a 
portion of the sharer desktop region (Fig. 8 and paragraphs [0131]-[0134]; it is the web 
browsers themselves (which are shared in a linked multi-user group)). 

As per claim 21, Rodgers teaches the multimedia collaboration system of claim 

20, wherein the viewer window corresponds to the sharer window (Fig. 8 and 
paragraphs [0131]-[0134]; it is the web browsers themselves (which are shared in a 
linked multi-user group)). 



Application/Control Number: 10/738,357 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2174 

For independent claim 22, Rodgers teaches a method of application sharing 
between a local multimedia device and a remote multimedia device in a multimedia 
collaboration system (ABSTRACT), the method comprising: 

allocating distinct areas on a sharer display interface (Fig. 3; display of first 
computer has the sharer interface which is on the left) for a sharer taskbar region and a 
sharer desktop region, so that the sharer taskbar region and sharer desktop region do 
not overlap (Fig. 3, (144) and (140)); 

allocating distinct areas on a viewer display interface (Fig. 3; display of second 
computer has the viewer interface which is on the right) for a viewer desktop region 
(Fig. 3, (141) and paragraph [0093]; desktop)] and 

sharing at least a portion of the sharer desktop region with the remote multimedia 
device, while preventing any portion of the task bar region from being shared 
(paragraphs [0131] and [0132]; it is the web browsers themselves (which are shared in 
a linked multi-user group) that transfer the copy of the web document from one of the 
web browsers to the other. This is conceptually illustrated in FIG. 7, wherein the web 
server 190 is shown as being directly coupled only to the web browser 192 on the first 
computer 110). 

As per claim 23, Rodgers teaches the method of claim 22, wherein sharing at 
least a portion of the desktop region comprises sharing a window associated with an 
application running in the desktop region (Fig. 8 and paragraphs [0131]-[0134]; it is the 
web browsers themselves (which are shared in a linked multi-user group)). 
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As per claim 24, Rodgers teaches the method of claim 22, further comprising 
changing a configuration associated with the sharer task bar region and automatically 
changing a configuration associated with the sharer desktop region in response to the 
change to the configuration associated with the sharer task bar region (Official Notice is 
given that changing the configuration associated with the task bar region in the 
Windows environment would automatically change the configuration associated with the 
desktop region. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have known that dragging the taskbar by the resize arrows would change the size 
(configuration) of the taskbar and thus change the size (configuration) of the desktop 
region. Rodgers teaches the sharer taskbar and desktop as the Windows environment 
(Fig. 3, (144); Start and paragraph [0071]). For further support, it is demonstrated 
above in the rejection for claim 8 how resizing the taskbar region in the Windows 
environment will automatically change the configuration of the desktop region). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following publications all have to do with systems and methods of application 
sharing via a user interface: 

Dubrow et al. (US # 6,570,590 B1) 

Cooperman et al. (US # 6,907,447 B1) 

Van Dok et al. (US PGPUB # 2004/0268263 A1) 



Application/Control Number: 10/738,357 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2174 

Haims et al. (US PGPUB # 2003/0105820 A1) 

Kantor et al. (US # 6,025,871) 

Lee et al. (US PGPUB # 2003/0225836 A1 ) 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samantha Urban whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0848. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:30-5PM; alternating Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on 571-272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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